ANNEX – ANNUAL SECTORAL REPORT

Chapter 3: Services

Chapter 3 (k:2) : Transport Services:  Air

Section
Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
Current Entry Requirements 
Further Improvements Planned

Operational Requirements


No changes made

No changes made

No changes made

No changes made

No changes made


Presently, air transport services in Thailand are subject to the following legislative measures, inter alia,

- the Announcement of the Thai National Executive Council No. 58 (B.E.2515)

- The Foreign Business Act (B.E.2542)

- The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand (B.E. 2540)

- The Air Navigation Act (B.E.2497)

- The Telephone and Telegraph Act (B.E.2477)

- Air services agreements

Scheduled Air Services - Domestic Air Services:

An  operator must conform with

1) The Air Navigation Act (B.E. 2497), for example

- Section 17; No aircraft shall alight or take off at any place other than at licensed aerodromes or at temporary alighting and take off areas that have been granted permission or which the Minister of Transport has designated.

- Section 18; An aircraft shall fly on a course designated by Ministerial Regulations.

- Section 19; An aircraft shall adhere to the rules of the Civil Aviation Board. (For more details, see Section 16-22)

2) The Announcement of the Thai National Executive Council No. 58 (B.E. 2515). "No person shall operate some specific public utility (air transport is a kind of that public utility) unless specific permission is granted by the Transport Minister". (For more details, see items 3, 4 and 9).

3) The Foreign Business Act (B.E. 2542). "Domestic air transport is prohibited to aliens unless specific permission is granted by the Commerce Minister, and with the appropriate Cabinet resolution." (For more details, see Section 8 and List two of the Act)

Scheduled Air Services - International air services:

Thai Operators;

An operator must conform with

1) Sections 16-22 of the Air Navigation Act (B.E. 2497) (refer also to "domestic air services" above. In addition, section 27 also applies. Section 27: " No aircraft other than foreign aircraft shall fly outside the Kingdom, unless where written permission from the competent officials is received".

2) The Announcement of the Thai National Executive Council No. 58(B.E.2515).

3) Air services agreements.

Foreign Operators;

An operator must conform with

1) Sections 16-22 of the Air Navigation Act (B.E. 2497) (also refer to "domestic air services"). In addition, Section 28 also applies.

Section 28: "No foreign aircraft shall pass through, take off or alight in the Kingdom, except those having the rights in accordance with conventions, or through treaties, or having received written permission from the Minister."

2) Air services agreements. Further details can be found at 

http://www.motc.go.th/
http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

Kannikar Kemavuthanon

Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee Tungmahamek, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 Thailand.

Tel: (662) 2868154, Fax: (662) 2873139

Non-scheduled air services - Domestic air services

As indicated above under Scheduled Air Services - Domestic air services.

Non-scheduled Air Services - International Air Services

Thai Operators;

As indicated above for Thai Operators under  Scheduled Air Services - International Air services.

Foreign Operators;

An operator must conform with Sections 16-22 and 28 of the Air Navigation Act (B.E.2497) (also refer to Foreign Operators under Scheduled Air Services - international air services.

Further details can be found at

http://www.motc.go.th/
http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

Kannikar Kemavuthanon

Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee Tungmahamek, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 Thailand.

Tel: (662) 2868154, Fax: (662) 2873139

Rental of Aircraft and Crew

This activity is subject to administrative action of the Minister of Transport and the operator must conform with the Foreign Business Act (B.E. 2542).

Further details can be found at http://wwwboi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

Abhichata Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau
Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee Tungmahamek, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 Thailand

Tel: (662)2863772, Fax: (662)2865228
Selling and Marketing of Air Transport Services 

An operator must conform with the Foreign Business Act (B.E.2542)

Further details can be found at http://wwwboi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

Abhichata Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau

Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee Tungmahamek, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 Thailand

Tel: (662)2863772, Fax: (662)2865228
Computer reservation system services (CRS)

An operator must conform with the Foreign Business Act (B.E.2542) and the Telephone and Telegraph Act (B.E.2477). For example, under Section 5 of the latter Act, it states that "Government has the absolute power to set up/maintain and operate telegraph and telephone within the Kingdom of Thailand."

Further details can be found at http://wwwboi.go.th/Thai/businessand http://www/motc.go.th
For further information contact:

Abhichata Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau

Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee Tungmahamek, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 Thailand

Tel: (662)2863772, Fax: (662)2865228
Aircraft Repair and Maintenance Services

An operator must conform with

1) The Foreign Business Act (B.E. 2542).  For Example, under Section 8, it states that this activity is prohibited to foreign entities unless specific permission is granted by the Commerce Minister, and with an appropriate cabinet resolution.

2) The Air Navigation Act (B.E. 2497). For example, under Section 60 quarter, it states that: "The Minister shall have the power to publish in the Government Gazette, the prescription of apron in licensed aerodrome. After the prescription by the Minister, no person shall operate ramp service or technical service in the prescribed apron unless a ramp service license or technical service license (as the case may be) has been obtained from the competent officials with the approval of the Minister."

(For more details, see Section 60)

Further details can be found at http://wwwboi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

Abichata Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau

Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee Tungmahamek, Yannawa, Bangkok 10120 Thailand

Tel: (662)2863772, Fax: (662)2865228

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned



Licensing and Qualification Requirements of Service Providers


No changes made 

No changes made

No changes made

No changes made

No changes made


Scheduled and Non-scheduled Air Service

Thai Operators

A person wishing to operate both domestic and international air services must submit an application to the Department of Aviation. Qualifications of the applicant are as follows:

1) Registered Capital: To ensure that only an operator who is financially viable be allowed to enter the market, the Ministry of Transport set a minimum requirement of registered capital as follows:

        non-scheduled air services                       Not less than

              - fixed wing                                          25 million baht

              - helicopter, balloon                             30 million baht         

         scheduled air service: fixed wing              50 million baht

Registered Capital must be paid in full at the time of application.

2) Share:  No transferable shares are issued.  Not less than 70% of shares shall be held separately or in any combination by the following: Thai nationals, Thai Government agencies, and/or companies that Thai Government agencies hold more than 70% share.

3) Board: Majority of board members of the company shall be of Thai nationality.  In the case of helicopter operator, all board members shall submit his/her personal information for inspection with the National Intelligence Agency for necessary clearance.

4) Feasibility Study: A feasibility study shall be submitted together with the application.  The proposed services shall have to be reasonably feasible.  The proposed services must be beneficial to the public and responsive to the market demand, taking into account the adequacy of services provided at the time of consideration.  Route and base of operation for helicopter services shall not pose a threat to national security or public safety.  The operation shall be equipped with an adequate system to monitor the movement of the helicopter.

5) Aircraft: Fixed wing aircraft shall have one or two engines: one engine aircraft must comply with the regulations of DOA.  There is no limitation on size or maximum take-off weight of the aircraft.  However, this is subject to the discretion of the license issuing authority to consider the appropriateness taking into consideration the objective of the proposed services.  Helicopters to be used must be new.  Moreover, if the helicopter is to be used in a populated area, it shall have 2 engines.

6) Insurance: Insurance requirements are as follows:

                                 third party insurance           passenger insurance

                                  (not less than/baht)             (not less than/baht)

non-scheduled:

    - fixed wing               20 million/incident                1 million/person

    - helicopter                50 million/incident                1 million/person

scheduled:

    - fixed wing                50 million/incident                1 million/person

7) Air Safely: The applicant shall operate its proposed air transport services in accordance with Flight Operational Manual and General Maintenance Manual, approved by the Department of Aviation.  It is required by the Civil Aviation Board Regulation Number 45 that an air operator obtains an Air Operator Certificate.

Further details in items 1-6 can be found at
     http://aviation.go.th/air transport business
For further information contact:

     Kannikar  Kernavuthanon

     Air Transport Regulatory Bureau
     Department of Aviation, 71  Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek,     Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-8154,  Fax: 66-2-287-3139

For further information in item 7 contact:

    Bundthep Wanasbodikul (safety@motc.go.th)

    Flight Safety Standard Bureau
    Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

    Yannawa Bangkok 10210  Thailand

    Tel: 66-2-679-4791,  Fax: 66-2-286-2913

Rental of Aircraft and Crew

A foreigner wishing to operate this activity is permitted only through a limited liability company which is registered in Thailand and which meets the following conditions:

a) foreign equity participation must not exceed 49 per cent of the registered capital.

b) the number of foreign shareholders must be less than half of the total number of shareholders of the company concerned.

c) for the minimum capital requirement, a foreigner must have invested at least two million baht.

Selling and marketing of air transport services

As indicated in "Rental of Aircraft and Crew" above

Computer reservation system services (CRS)

As indicated in "Rental of Aircraft and Crew" above

Aircraft repair and maintenance services

Only a foreigner wishing to operate this activity in the prescribed apron must meet the following conditions:

a) no transferable share is issued.  Not less than 70 per cent of shares shall be held separately or in any combination by the following: Thai airlines, Thai state enterprises and former operators.

b) majority of board members of the company shall be Thai.

c) for the minimum capital requirement, a foreigner must invest at least three million baht.


No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned



Foreign Entry


No changes made

No changes made

No changes made

No changes made

No changes made


Scheduled and non-scheduled air services

Schedule air services - International air services

For a civil aircraft of foreign countries, it is required that there exists an Air Services Agreement between Thailand and the country which designates that airline

Further details can be found at
     http://aviation.go.th/air transport business
For further information contact:

     Kannikar  Kemavuthanon

    Air Transport Regulatory Bureau
    Department of Aviation, 71 Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

    Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

    Tel: 66-2-286-8154,  Fax: 66-2-287-3139

Non-scheduled air services - International air services

A civil aircraft of the Contracting States of Chicago Convention must submit an application to the Department of Aviation.  For aircraft of non-contracting States of Chicago Convention, application must be submitted through diplomatic channel.

Further details can be found at

http://www.motc.go.th/air transport control
http://aviation.go.th/air transport business
For further information contact:

     Kannikar Kemavuthinon

     Air Transport Control Division

     Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10210 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-8154,  Fax: 66-2-287-3139

Rental of Aircraft and Crew

A foreigner wishing to engage in this activity must submit an application to the Minister of Commerce

Further details can be found at

     http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/business
Further information contact:

     Abhichata  Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

     Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau

      Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10210 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-3772,  Fax: 66-2-286-5228
Selling and Marketing of Air Transport Services

A foreigner wishing to engage in this activity must submit an application to the Minister of Commerce.

Further details can be found at

http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

     Abhichata  Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

     Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau
     Department of Aviation, 71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-3772,  Fax: 66-2-286-5228
Computer Reservation Systems Services

Under the enforcement of the Telephone and Telegraph Act (B.E.2477) foreign airlines are allowed to operate CRS services for their own use only.  A foreigner wishing to engage in the said activity must submit an application to the Communications Authority of Thailand.

Further details can be found at http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

     Abhichata Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

      Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau

      Department of Aviation

     71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-3772,  Fax: 66-2-286-5228
Aircraft Repair and Maintenance Services

A foreigner wishing to engage in aircraft repair and maintenance services, but only in the prescribed apron, must obtain a technical service license from Minister of Transport and Communications.  For a foreign airline, the conditions of a designated airline accepted by Thailand under the bilateral air services agreement also applies.

Further details can be found at http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/businessFor further information contact:

     Abhichata Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

      Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau

     Department of Aviation

     71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-3772,  Fax: 66-2-2865228

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

Thailand is in the process of setting up the National Telecommunication Council to look after the CRS operation.  Meanwhile, the Cabinet has approved the Draft of CRS Code of Conduct. The Office of the Council of State is considering the Draft before bringing it to Parliament for final approval.
No further changes planned



Discriminatory Treatment/

MFN


No changes made

No changes made

No changes made
Scheduled and Non-scheduled Air Services

International Air Services

Capacity and route rights available to Thai and foreign airlines serving Thailand are agreed bilaterally.

Further details can be found at

     http://aviation.go.tj/air transport business
For further information contact:

     Kannikar  Kemavuthanon

     Air Transport Regulatory Bureau
     Department of Aviation

     71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-8154,  Fax: 66-2-287-3139

Computer Reservation System Services (CRS)

Only airlines/CRS partners which are linked to the Amadeus system can bring in and install their systems in Thailand

Further details can be found at http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/businessFor further information contact:

     Abhichata  Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

     Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau 
     Department of Aviation

     71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-3772,  Fax: 66-2-286-5228
Aircraft Repair and Maintenance Services

Thailand will grant permission to airlines of those countries that treat Thai carriers on a reciprocal basis.

Further details can be found at

     http://www.boi.go.th/Thai/business
For further information contact:

     Abhichata  Bensubha (babhichata@aviation.go.th)

     Air Transport Promotion and Development Bureau 

     Department of Aviation

     71 Soi Ngamduplee  Tungmahamek

     Yannawa Bangkok 10120 Thailand

     Tel: 66-2-286-3772,  Fax: 66-2-286-5228

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

No further changes planned

