Chapter 5: Standards and Conformance

	Chapter 5 : Standards
 and Conformance

	Objective

APEC economies will, in accordance with the Declaration on APEC Standards and Conformance Framework and with the Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT Agreement) and the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS Agreement) attached to the WTO Agreement:

a. align their domestic standards with international standards;

b. achieve recognition of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated and voluntary sectors;

c. promote cooperation for technical infrastructure development to facilitate broad participation in mutual recognition arrangements in both regulated and voluntary sectors; and

d. ensure the transparency of the standards and conformity assessment of APEC economies.


	Guidelines

Each APEC economy will:

a.
continue alignment of domestic standards with international standards in the priority areas which the SCSC will identify priority areas for alignment in the short to medium term in pursuing this goal;

b.
participate actively in the international standardization activities of international standardizing bodies and encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in the international standardizing bodies accordance with the rules and procedures of these organisations;

c.
participate
 in recognition arrangements
 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in regulated sectors through:  (i) the development of bilateral, multi-sectoral recognition arrangements, which might, at a later stage, provide the basis for plurilateral arrangements; and (ii) the development of plurilateral recognition arrangements in particular sectors;

d.
encourage relevant bodies in their economy to participate in work programs of the five Specialist Regional Bodies
 and to participate in recognition arrangements3 of conformity assessment including mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sectors;
e.
improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure to facilitate broad participation in recognition arrangements in both the regulated and voluntary sectors, with the SCSC supporting the development of technical infrastructure through economic and technical cooperation, where needed, to improve calibration and testing facilities and the training of personnel, in pursuing this goal;
f.
continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements by means of facilitating the dissemination of such information through publications and electronic homepage and publicizing the availability of these means; and 
g. 
consider participation in:

(i)
the Treaty of the Metre (La Convention Du Metre); and  

(ii)
the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale) 
              in accordance with the rules and procedures of these treaties



	Collective Actions

APEC economies will take Collective Actions with regard to standards and conformance in the following four areas:

ALIGNMENT WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

APEC economies will:

a.
continue identifying additional priority areas for alignment with international standards;
b.
continue to report on the progress in their alignment plans every year;

c.
continue to investigate means of enhancing regulatory practices in the APEC region through a program of case studies and seminars; and

d.
conduct a comprehensive review of their alignment work in 2005. 

MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

APEC economies will, in cooperation with relevant Specialist Regional Bodies, where appropriate:

a.
review the implementation and use of mutual recognition arrangements;

b.
continue to further consider additional priority areas for mutual recognition arrangements in the regulated sector;

c.
consider alternative mechanisms to facilitate the recognition of conformity assessment results;

d.
review and improve the effectiveness of the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products, the Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety, the APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Food Recalls, and the APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment;  

e.
implement the work program on trade facilitation in information technology products, by 2005  in the case of industrialized economies and by 2008 in the case of developing economies; and

f.
encourage establishment of and participation in a network of mutual recognition arrangements in the voluntary sector by 2005.

COOPERATION ON TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT
APEC economies will:

a. undertake projects for the implementation of the Mid-Term Technical Infrastructure Development Program;

b. conduct a comprehensive review on implementation of the above program after 2005; and 

c. compile member economies' regulatory profile and develop information and case studies on decision tree analysis for Food/Drug Interface policy development and regulation.

TRANSPARENCY
APEC economies will:

a.
update the APEC Contact Points for Standards and Conformance Information, which have been uploaded to the APEC Homepage; and

b.
develop and keep current the database on conformity assessment operators and their activities/service offered and establish an APEC Cooperation Center for Conformity Assessment.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

APEC economies will:

a. pursue closer cooperation with the Specialist Regional Bodies in line with a Statement of Commitment to Mutually Agreed Objectives;

b. monitor the developments within the WTO Committees on the Technical Barriers to Trade and Sanitary and Phyto-Sanitary Measures, as well as undertake projects for the implementation of the APEC Strategic Plan on WTO-Related Capacity Building;

c. pursue better coordination with other APEC fora; and

d. implement the reform of the SCSC through the rationalization of its agenda, priority setting exercise and better coordination with other groups.  
The current CAP relating to standards and conformance can be found in the Standards and Conformance Collective Action Plan.



	Thailand’s Approach to Standards* and Conformance in 2002

The Thai Government recognizes the importance of standards and conformance and participates actively in international and regional standardizing bodies as well as participates in the WTO Agreements on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) and the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (SPS). In Thailand, a unified system of standards and conformance has been organized to be in line with internationally acceptable system. Parallel to the strengthening of the standards and conformance of the country is the acceptance of others’ standards and conformance systems, which are considered as the same level through an accreditation system and the provision of assistance to other neighboring countries in terms of training in standards and conformance.

* "Standards" include mandatory as well as voluntary standards.  The term "standards" is used this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements.




	Chapter 5 : Thailand’s Approach to Standards and Conformance in 2002

	Section
	Improvements Implemented Since Last IAP
	Current Approaches to Standards and Conformance
	Further Improvements Planned

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	147 national standards have been aligned with international standards.


	Thailand aims to align its national standards to international standards on as wide a basis as possible.

377 of Thai industrial standards are already aligned with the relevant international standards.
	Thailand will continue to review its standards with a view to align with international standards.

	Alignment of standards with international standards in priority areas agreed by the SCSC


	Thailand has increased its level of alignment in the agreed priority areas over the last year as follows:

Electrical and electronic: 2

CISPR:  7
	Thailand aims to align its standards with relevant international standards in the agreed priority areas. The number of national standards aligned with indicative international  standards are as follows:

Electrical and Electronic :  13

Food labeling: 2

Rubber products:10

IEC 60335s: 43

CISPR:  8

Standards and Guides: 11

(Quality  Management)

Safety of IT equipment: 1

For more details, see Thailand’s Voluntary Action Plan (VAP) for Alignment for 2002, 

http://www.apecsec.org.sg/scsc/scsc-vap99.html

	Thailand will achieve alignment of its standards with the relevant international standards in priority areas : electrical and electronic, food labeling, rubber products, machinery and standards and guides on conformity assessment by the end of 2005. 

Thailand will achieve alignment of its standards in the additional  priority areas: IEC 60335s, CISPR and Safety of  IT Equipment by the year 2008 deadline.

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	Thailand has been actively participating  in international standardization activities.  

Thailand has increased its ‘O’ membership of ISO/TCs/SCs from 149 to 157.
	Thailand is the member body of ISO, IEC and ITU. Currently, Thailand  holds 65 ‘P’ membership, 157 ‘O’ membership of ISO/  TCs/SCs and 27 ‘P’ membership, 51 ‘O’ membership of IEC/TCs/SCs.
	

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	Thailand currently participates in the following  APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangements:

· The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC Electrical MRA) -  Part I

The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (APEC Food MRA);

· The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (APEC Tel MRA); and

Thailand currently participates in the following APEC information exchange arrangements:

· The APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety.


	Thailand is considering taking part in the APEC Electrical MRA Parts II  and III in the future.

	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	Thailand and Australia have concluded a bilateral Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Automotive Products.
	

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	Thai Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (TLAS) has become a signatory to the APLAC and ILAC MRAs.
	Thailand is a signatory to the following arrangements:


The Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) Multilateral Recognition  Arrangement pertaining to quality management systems

· IAF Multilateral Recognition Arrangement pertaining to quality management systems

· The Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC) Multilateral Recognition Arrangement

· The International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation ( ILAC) Multilateral Recognition Arrangement

· The APLMF MOU


	Thailand plans to enter into the Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) Multilateral Recognition Arrangement pertaining to environment management systems and APLAC Multilateral Recognition Arrangement for inspection body accreditation.



	Improve and maintain level of technical infrastructure


	
	A number of activities has been implemented to improve and maintain the level of technical infrastructure. These include: 

· Participation in APLAC proficiency testing programs

· Decentralization of the management system through the establishment of four regional verification centers to supervise the verification branch offices under their own regional supervision.

· Organization of the regional seminar in Thailand under the multi-collaboration with PTB, OIML and APLMF


Strengthening and enhancing the capabilities of officers dealing with the Legal Metrology

Participation in APLMF proficiency calibration programs

· Upgrading the membership status for OIML from being a corresponding member to a permanent
· Participation in PTB and NML (AusAids) programs


Improvement in the verification and re-verification methodologies for weighing and measuring instruments including packaged goods.

ท 
Taking part as coordinator for APMP Mass Intercomparison

ท 
Strengthening the capabilities of officers dealing with calibration laboratories

ท 
Enhancing the scope of calibration services

· Providing technical assistance in the development of calibration laboratories

· Taking part as coordinator in local proficiency testing programs
	Thailand continues to review and implement its activities to improve and strengthen its technical infrastructure.

	Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development


	
	
	

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	
	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies
 activities


	
	Thailand is a member of :


The Asia Pacific  Metrology Program


The Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation


The Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum


The Pacific Accreditation Cooperation 


The Pacific Area Standards Congress
	Thailand will continue to participate more actively in the activities of the SRBs.

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirement

	Thailand has increased its level of transparency in the area of food by setting up country pages in the Directory of Food Trade Contacts. The pages can be viewed at www.foodtradecontacts.com
A list of accredited companies and auditor registration is  now available at  www.tisi.go.th

	Thailand has increased the transparency of its standards and conformance requirements through :

· Regional Website for Regulatory Profile Information for the Food/Drug Interface Products


Participating in the development of database on Food Labeling Laws and Regulations


Participating in Food/drug Interface Project Phase I

· Development of bibliographic database of national standards and technical regulation

· Directory of certified products/companies


Directory and scope of accredited testing/calibration laboratories

· Directory and scope of accredited quality system certification bodies

· Directory and scope of environmental management system certification bodies

Information on Standards and Conformance in Thailand are available  at the website  www.tisi.go.th
Contact for Standards and Conformance

Mr. Surachai Thaleongchok

Secretary-General

Thai Industrial Standards Institute

Tel  66 2 202 3500-2

Fax 66 2 246 4085, 247 8741 

Email surachai@tisi.go.th, intrelat@tisi.go.th

	Continue to improve transparency where required.

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	
	

	Other activities


	
	
	


	Improvements in Thailand’s Approach to Standards and Conformance since 1996

	Section
	Position In Base Year (1996)
	Cumulative Improvements Implemented to Date

	Alignment of standards with international standards where appropriate 


	The first batch of  the approximately 106 Thai industrial standards issued in the year 1998 were in line with international standards


	Approximately 377 standards of Thai standards are now aligned with relevant international standards.

	Active participation in the international standardisation activities of international standardizing bodies


	
	Thailand is the member body of ISO, IEC and ITU. Currently, Thailand holds 65 ‘P’ membership, 157 ‘O’ membership of ISO/  TCs/SCs and 27 ‘P’ membership, 51 ‘O’ membership of IEC/TCs/SCs.

	Participation in plurilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	Thailand now participates in the following  APEC  Mutual Recognition Arrangements:

· The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Electrical and Electronic Equipment (APEC Electrical MRA) -  Part I

· The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Foods and Food Products (APEC Food MRA);

· The APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Conformity Assessment of Telecommunications Equipment (APEC Tel MRA); and

Thailand now participates in the following APEC information exchange arrangements:

· The APEC Arrangement for the Exchange of Information on Toy Safety.


	Participation in bilateral recognition arrangements of conformity assessment in the regulated sector


	
	In 1998, Thailand concluded a bilateral mutual recognition arrangement with Australia using the model APEC Mutual Recognition Arrangement on Automotive Products.

	Participation in recognition arrangement of conformity assessment in the voluntary sector 


	
	The National  Accreditation Council of Thailand (NAC)  has been a signatory of PAC and IAF Multilateral  Recognition Arrangement pertaining to quality management system in August 2000 and November 2000 respectively.

Thai Laboratory Accreditation Scheme (TLAS) has become a signatory to APLAC and ILAC MRA in October and November 2001.

	Improve and maintain the level of their technical infrastructure

Identification of specific requirements, assistance and/or activities for technical infrastructure development

	
	A number of activities has been implemented to improve and maintain the level of technical infrastructure. These include: 

· Participation in APLAC proficiency testing programs

· Decentralization of the management system through the establishment of four regional verification centers to supervise the verification branch offices under their own regional supervision.

· Organization of the regional seminar in Thailand under the multi-collaboration with PTB, OIML and APLMF


Strengthening and enhancing the capabilities of officers dealing with the Legal Metrology

· Participation in APLMF proficiency calibration programs

· Upgrading the membership status for OIML from being a corresponding member to a permanent
· Participation in PTB and NML (AusAids) programs


Improvement in the verification and re-verification  methodologies for weighing and measuring instruments including packaged goods.

ท 
Taking part as coordinator for APMP Mass Intercomparison

ท 
Strengthening the capabilities of officers dealing with calibration laboratories

ท 
Enhancing the scope of calibration services

· Providing technical assistance in the development of calibration laboratories

· Taking part as coordinator in local proficiency testing programs

	Provision of assistance for the improvement of other economies’ technical infrastructure


	
	

	Participation in Specialist Regional Bodies activities


	
	Thailand is a member of :


The Asia Pacific  Metrology Program


The Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation


The Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum


The Pacific Accreditation Cooperation 

The Pacific Area Standards Congress

	Continuously strive to increase transparency of their standards and conformance requirements


	
	Thailand has increased the transparency of its standards and conformance requirements through :

· Information on Standards and Conformance in Thailand are available at the website  www.tisi.go.th
· Directory of Food Trade Contacts (www.foodtradecontacts.com)
· Regional Website for Regulatory Profile Information for the Food/Drug Interface Products


Participating in the development of database on Food Labeling Laws and Regulations


Participating in Food/drug Interface Project Phase I

· Development of bibliographic database of national standards and technical regulation

· Directory of certified products/companies

· Directory and scope of accredited testing/calibration laboratories

· Directory and scope of accredited quality system certification bodies

	Participate in relevant international fora


	
	Thailand is a participant and member of


the Treaty of OIML (La Convention Instituant Une Organisation Internationale De Metrologie Legale);


the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC);


the International Accreditation Forum (IAF); 


the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) 


the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

· the International Auditor Training and Certification Association (IATCA)

	Other Activities


	
	


� “Standards” include mandatory as well as voluntary standards. The term “standards” is used in this document to refer generally to matters covered in the TBT and SPS Agreements


� It is recognised that not all member economies have the pre-requisite technical infrastructure to enable them to fully participate in mutual recognition arrangements.  Cooperation among APEC economies to strengthen member economies’ technical infrastructure is therefore necessary (see Guideline (e)).


� The term "mutual recognition arrangements" does not necessarily mean an instrument or instruments which creates or create legally-binding international obligations.


� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC)


 Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF)


 Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP)


 Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC)


 Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)














� Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), Asia Pacific Metrology Program (APMP), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC), Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC)





